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The Rt Hon. WALTER Hannon Eſq; 
Lord Provoſt, 


William Thomſon, ay, . 
r 
George Leſlie, Eſq; x 
John Grieve, Eſq; Dean of Guild, 
William Scott, Eſq; Treaſurer, 
James Hunter-Blair, Eſq; Old Provoſt, 
John Wordie, Elq; 1 | 
illiam Gallowa 1 OY: 
Nene Smith, ee ond Bails 
James Dickſon, Eſq; . 
Gilbert Meaſon, Eſq; Old Dean of Guild, 
Alexander Maxwell, Eſq; Old Treaſurer, 


| And the other members of the Town-Counciy, 
of EDINBURGH, 


The following Diſcourſe, 
Preached before them, and publiſhed at their de- 
fire, 


Is inſcribed by 


Their obedient humble "RO. 
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Preached before the election of the Magi- 
ſtrates of EDINBURGH, Oct. 5. 1779. 


Jos nA, i. 17. 
Only the Lord thy Cod be with thee, as he was 
with Moſes. 


RomoTroN cometh neither from the eaſt, 


| but God is the judge: he putteth down 

one, and ſetteth up another. A ſtateſ- 
= or. general dies, big with ſome grand and 
important plan, in the critical period, when his 
viſe counſels or vigorous efforts were needed 
moſt, Moſes, though earneſtly deſirous to con- 
duct Iſrael to Canaan, is denied that honour, 


and ſentenced to die on the other fide Jordan. 
A 2 The 


nor from the weſt, not from the ſouth ;. 
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[41 
The promiſes, however, made to Abraham, Ifaac, 


points Joſhua ruler of his people, and captain of 
his hoſts, in the room of Moſes. Whatever 


humble apprehenſions Joſhua might - entertain of 


his inferiority to that great and good man, and 
of the difficulty of managing ſo rough a people ; 
yet, encouraged by God's gracious aſſurance of 
aſſiſting and proſpering him in his work, he accepts 
the government and military command, and with 
courage and chearfulneſs enters on the buſineſs of 


theſe offices. The people accept him as their 


chief and head, whom God had choſen to go 


before them, and promiſe, as ſubjects and ſoldiers, 


to obey him as entirely as they had done Moles. 
Nor could Joſhua wiſh for more : for though the 


generation brought up in Egypt were rebellious, 
ſtubborn, and froward ; theſe, whom he was call- 


ed to govern, and whom Moſes had trained up 
in the wilderneſs, were men of a truly excellent 
and worthy ſpirit. To engagements of fidelity 
and allegiance they add, as in our text, their 
pious prayers, that God, who had vouchſafed ſo 


much of his preſence to Moſes, would cauſe 2 
double portion of his ſpirit to reſt on his ſucceſ- 


ſor, and proſper him in his important work, that 
the beauty and ſtrength of government might not 
be diminiſhed by the change of the ruler : © On- 
ly the Lord thy God be with thee, as he wa 
60 with Moſes * 


* Such, 


and Jacob, muſt be accompliſhed, God ap- 


£4 3 


Such, my brethren, ſhould be our wiſhes and 
prayers at all times for thoſe who rule over us, 
or who command our fleets and armies, and more 
eſpecially in ſuch a day of danger and alarm as 
this. 


It is the deſign of re ts won 


from injuring one another, and to defend them 
from the attacks of public enemies. Without 
government, our lives, and eſtates, and liberties, 
would ſoon become a prey to the covetous and 
cruel; diforder and confuſion, miſery and diſtreſs, 
robbery and murder, would every where a- 
bound, The world would be as the troubled ſea, 
whoſe waves continually calt forth mire and 
dirt; and the inhabitants of the world, as the 
fhes of the ſea, the greater devouring the leſſer. 
The moſt unhallowed luſts would be gratified, 
the moſt atrocious outrages and violences com- 
mitted, and there would be no ſafety to him that 
goeth out, or to him that cometh in. It is there- 
fore neceſſary, from the depravity of mankind, 
that ſome ſhould be armed with power- and au- 


* 


thority for preventing theſe evils, and for ſecu- 


ring the peace and order of ſociety. Laws muſt 
be enacted for preſerving to men the undiſturbed 


enjoyment of the bleſſings of nature and provi- 


dence. Courts muſt be held for compoſing dif- 
ferences, determining claims, and redreſſing inju- 
ries, Magiſtrates muſt bear the ſword, that 
they may be a terror to evil doers,. and a 

ſhield 
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ſhield and defence to them who are quiet in the 
| lan 2 | 


Among the n A to us in theſe lands 


by government, one of the moſt valuable is, the 


right of worſhipping God, according to the dic- 
tates of conſcience, and the rules of his word. 
Paul exhorted the primitive Chriſtians to pray for 


Kings, and all in authority, that under them they 


might lead quiet and peaceable lives, in all god- 


\lineſs and honeſty. If it was 4 duty to pray for 


Heathen magiſtrates, though enemies of the Chri- 
ſtian faith, that' they might not perſecute and 
opprels it, and even that they might be converted 
to it; there is greater cauſe to pray for the pre- 
ſervation of that happy conſtitution, and juſt go- 
vernment, which ſecures to us the free and undil- 
turbed exerciſe of our religion. 

[Rulers who anſwer the end of their office 3s 
guardians of civil and religious liberty, arc pil- 
lars of a land. They aphold'and ſupport it, and 
keep it from tottering and finking. That our 
rulers, ſupreme and ſubordinate, and that the 
leaders of our fleets and armies, may prove ſo, 


we ſhould pray for them, 


1. That they may be endued- with every grace 
and virtue which can animate to the faithful and 
diligent execution of the duties of their office. 
When thoſe in places of truſt, civil or militiry, 
fear Gbd-and hate covetouſneſs, ſeek the wealth 


of their people, delight in the abundance of their 


proſper! ity 


"WP. | 
9 5 | 
proſperity and peace; when they are warmly af- | 


feed to the intereſts of religion and of their na- 
tive land, prefer theſe to their chiefeſt outward 
joy, willingly ſpend and are ſpent, ſpare no pains, 
decline no danger, and chearfully devote their 
time, talents, and influence, for promoting theſe 
intereſts; ſuch men become the -chariots and 
horſemen of Iſrael, her ornament and beauty, her 
glory and defence. A ruler who ſincerely loves 
his God and Saviour, will learn from his Saviour, 
to love his brethren and kinſmen according to 
the fleſh, and to rejoice in the opportunities his 
ſtation affords him of contributing to their ſafety | 
and happineſs. ; Like the King of ſaints, he is | 
| 
| 


meck and lowly, gentle and condeſcending, kind 
and compaſſionate. He takes heed what he doth, 
ſeeing he rules and judges; not for man, but for 
the Lord, who is with him in the judgement. ö 
While others do their work ſlightly and negli- Il N 
gently, whatever his hand findeth to do, he doth | 

it with all his might; for he remembers, though | 
man may perhaps never call him to an account, | 
that God certainly will. Though moderate in his 
own cauſe, he is reſolute and zealous in the cauſe 
of God, and of the community. The charge 
given to Joſhua (a), he conſiders as binding up- 104 
on him: Only be thou: ſtrong and very coura« Us 
* gcous, that thou mayſt obſerve to do accor- il 


(a) Joſhi, 7. 7 8 | = h 
* ding 


% 


[. 8: 


« ding to all the law which Moſes my ſervant 


« commanded thee : turn not from it to the 
c right hand or to the left, that thou mayſt 
« proſper whitherſoever thou goeſt.” Conſcious 
of the difficulty of his office, and of the danger 
of hurting the cauſe he wiſhes to ſupport, he ad- 
drefſes the Father of lights, as Solomon did (6): 


« Give thy fervant an underſtanding heart to 


judge thy people, that I may diſcern between 
* good and bad.” He will not, by hearkening 
to the impulſe of pride, or ambition, or reſent- 
ment, involve himſelf and his ſubjects in needleſs 


| hazard. He leans not to his own underſtanding, 


but in all his ways acknowledges God, that God 
may direct his ſteps. He remembers on what 
terms the divine preſence -was promiſed to Jo- 


ſhua (c): © This book of the law ſhall not de- 
4 part out of thy mouth, but thou ſhalt meditate 


« therein day and night, that thou mayſt ob- 


* ſerve to do according to all that is written 


therein; for then thou ſhalt make thy way 
99 pr oſperous, and then _ * move good ſuc- 


* ceſs.” 


If piety, true patriotiſm, and zeal for the in- 
tereſts of religion, are leſs conſpicuous in many 


who hold civit or military offices, than they have 
been in ſome former periods, there is greater 


need to beſeech him, with whom is the reſidue 


(5) 1 Kings iii. 9. (e) Joſk. i, 8. 
3 | of 


1 4 
of the Spitit, to pour it out abundantly. And 


it ſhould encourage us thus to intercede, that 


God will have men of all ranks and ſtations to 
be ſaved, and to come to the tan of the 


truth. _ 
2. We ſhould _ -- has; all; in os civil or 


military, may be endued with the gifts and ta- 


lents neceſſary for the honourable diſcharge of 


their office. Capacity and genius are requiſite, 
az well as good diſpoſitions for ſerving the public. 
Rulers and judges muſt not only put on righteouſ- 
nels to clothe them, but their judgement muſt 
be as a robe and a diadem (d). It is not enough 


that they are honeſt, upright, impartial, inca- 


pable of being biaſſed by intereſt, friendſhip, or 
reſentment : they alſo need a ſound judgement, 
thorough knowledge of the law of God and 
> the laws of their country, and ſagacity in diſ- 
covering the truth, however diſguiſed by the ſub- 
tity of the orator or politician, or by the unfaith- 
fulneſs of witneffes. A warm heart, and an ho- 
neſt indignation- againſt vice, muſt be accompa- 
ned with a cool head and a calm temper, leſt 
one be ſurpriſed by appearances, and falſe repre- 
ſentations, to condemn the guiltleſs, or to engage 
in ſchemes which may iſſue in diſappointment and 
rum. The means of promoting public proſpe- 


ity; the evils by which it is often gradually un- 


(d) Job, xxix. 14. 
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dermined; the influence of national opinions, 
taſte, and manners; the art of directing or curb. 
ing that influence; and underſtanding of the 
times, how a nation may be beſt extricated from 
dangerous and perplexed circumſtances : theſe 
are matters of deep- inveſtigation, and which lic 
out of the ſight and reach of an ordinary genius. 
The ambitious deſigns of neighbouring kingdoms, 
or the treacherous conſpiracies of ſubjects, are 
often artfully diſguiſed. - In theſe caſes, counſel 
in the heart of man is like deep water: but a 
man of underſtanding will draw it out (&); will 
find means timeouſly to diſcover and diſappoint 
thoſe hidden works of darkneſs and diſhoncſty. 
When ſuch diſtinguiſhed abilities adorn thoſc in 
ſuperior ſtations, they are as a city ſet on a hill, 
that cannot be hid. They. who fit under their 
ſhadow, acknowledge and revere, and even often 
are in danger of idolizing them. Wiſdom ma- 
keth a man's face to ſhine (/), and command: 
deference and reſpect. Mordecai owed it to the 
eminence of his talents, as well as of his virtues, 
that he was great among the Jews, and accepted 
of the multitude of his brethren (g). Confidence 
in leaders, naturally produces ſubmiſſion to their 
authority, and vigour and fortitude in executing 
their plans. Wiſely therefore did Jethro coun! 


eee Cf) Fadkerki 
(2 Eſt. X. 3 
e | Moſcs. 
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Moſes, to-provide out of all the people able men, 
and to make them 'rulers of thouſands, and of 
hundreds, and of fifties, and of tens : and Moſes 


wiſcly hearkened to his voice, and choſe able 


men out of all Iſrael (A). Now every good gilt, 
for the arts, ſciences, and ordinary buſineſs of 
life, and much more for government, cometh 
from above, from the Father of lights. The 
hearing ear, and the ſeeing eye, the Lord hath 
made even both of them (i). It is from divine 
influence that rulers diligently ſearch what con- 
duct is juſt and wiſe; hearken to ſalutary advice, 


irom whatever quarter it comes; and have clear 


underſtandings to diſcern, and ſound judgements 
to chuſe the right path, even in fituations the 


molt intricate and perplexed. When therefore 


God immediately appointed rulers to his ancient 
people, they were either men of eminent talents, 
as Moſes. and Joſhua; or elſe, after their appoint- 
ment, were miraculouſly endowed with a ſpirit 


tor government. Thus when God appointed ſe- 


venty men of the elders of Iſrael to bear the bur- 
den of the people with Moſes, he took of the 
'pirit which was upon him, and put it upon 
them (j): not by diminiſhing Moſes's talents, 
but by beſtowing like talents upon. thoſe who. 
were to aſſiſt him in bis work. God's ſetting 


(% Exod, xeiii. 2 1. 24. 25. %) Prov, X. 12. 
7 Numb. xi, 17. | | 
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over Iſrael ſo wiſe a prince as Solomon, was 
viewed by the Queen of Sheba as an evidence of 


his peculiar love to that nation ((). Happy 


« are thy men, and happy are theſe thy ſer- 
* vants, which ſtand. continually before thee, 
* and hear thy wiſdom. Bleſſed be the Lord 
* thy God, which delighted in thee, to {ct thee 


e on his throne; to be king for the Lord thy 


* God: becauſe thy God loved Iſracl, there- 
< fore made he thee king over them, to do 


. & judgement and juſtice.” On the other hand, 


God often haſtens the deſtruction of a ſtate, by 


a general want of ſuch talents : and confidence 
in rulers ceaſing, riot, diſorder, and ſcdition, 


prevail. Hence the threatening to Judah (0) 
For behold, the Lord, the Lord of Hoſts, dotl 
take away from Jeruſalem, and from Judah, 
& — the mighty man, and the man of war, the 
judge, and the prophet, and the prudent, 
„c and the ancient, the captain of fifty, and 


* the honourable man, and the counſellor,” 


(Men ſhall have the names and emoluments of 
theſe offices, without qualifications for dilchar- 


ging the duties of them). © And I will give chil 
«© dren” to be their princes, and babes ſhall rule 


over them ;” (i. e. men of weak, childiſh, trifing 
ſpirits.) © And the people ſhall be oppreſſed, ec 
& one by another, and every one by his neighbour: 


(4) 2 Chron, ix. 7, 8. (J) Tf, in. 1.5 
| 6 the 
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« the child ſhall behave himſelf proudly againſt 
« the ancient, and the baſe againſt the honour- 
« able.” Of the ſame nature are the threaten- 
ings againſt Egypt (n): The ſpicit of Egypt 
« ſhall fail in the midſt thereof; and I will de- 
« ſtroy the counſel thereof. Surely the princes 
« of Zoan are fools, the counſel of the wiſe coun- 
« ſellors of Pharaoh is become brutiſh. The 
« princes of Zoan are become fools, the princes 
e of Noph are deceived, they have alſo ſeduced 
„Egypt, even they, that are the ſtay of the 
« tribes thereof. The Lord hath mingled a 
« perverſe ſpirit in the midſt thereof: and they 
have cauſed Egypt to err in every work there- 
« of, as a drunken man ſtaggereth in his vomit. 
« In that day ſhall Egypt be like unto women.“ 

3. We ſhould pray, that, in conſequence of 
good diſpoſitions and eminent abilities, rulers 
may actually adopt the meaſures which beſt tend 


to promote the public good. It is not enough 


that a ruler avoid, in his own practice, what- 
ever emboldens wickedneſs, and recommend, 
by an exemplary conduct, that righteouſneſs 
which exalteth a nation, He muſt vigorouſly en- 
fore and execute laws for reſtraining wrong, 
and wicked lewdneſs, and help forward the en- 
acting ſuch new laws as may be needful for do- 


{m) If. xix, 3. 11. 13. 14+ 16. 


ing 


22 
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ing this effeftually. Merit ſhould ever gain tis 


favour ; every deſign of public utility procure 
his countenance and encouragement ; and his 


frown ſhould check -and curb the licentious and 
profligate. Hezekiah ſpake comfortably to the 


Levites, who taught the good knowledge of the 
Lord (u). David reſolved (o), © I will not know 


4 à wicked perſon. Whoſo privily flandereth 


« his neighbour, him will I cut off: him that 
&« hath an high look, and a proud heart, will not 
© ſuffer. Mine eyes ſhall be upon the faithful 
c of the land, that they may dwelt with me: he 
4 that walketh in a perfect way, he ſhall ſerve 
«© me. He that worketh deceit, ſhall not dwell 
« within my houſe : he that telleth lies, ſhall not 
« tarry in my ſight.” Unhappily in one import- 
ant inſtance he forgot - theſe reſolutions, took up 
an ill report againſt the virtuous and loyal Me- 
phiboſheth, lent his ear to the baſe flanders of 
the crafty Ziba, and heaped favours on that 


treacherous wretch, at the expence of his inno- 


cent maſter, fon to the man who had riſked bis 
life for David, and loved him as his own foul. 


His great abilities, and honeſt intentions, were, 


on this occafion, talents wrapped up in a napkin, 
from-which virtue derived not the protection 't 
merited. If rulers ſtir not up the graces and 
gifts which are in them, they become to the 7% 


(a) 2 Chron. XXX, 22. (e) Pf. ci, 4.7. 
| led 
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led as the idols of the Heathen to their worſhip- g 


pers. They have eyes, but ſee not the faults of 
their favourites; cars, but miſtake the voice of 
flattery for that of friendſhip ; mouths, but ſpeak 
not with mildneſs and temper, with reſolution 
and ſteadineſs; and hands, but revenge not the 
wrongs done by the betrayers of the public in- 


tereſt. Unjuſt prejudices againſt one ſet of men, 


and ill- judged attachments to another, often hin- 
der men in power from doing much good, which 
they could and would have done, had not God 
ſuffered them to be thus blinded, in puniſhment 
of a wicked people. F Joe ATTY 
The God of heaven is often pleaſed to con- 
found the wiſeſt counſels, and to defeat the great- 
ct ſtrength, He infatuates the judgements of 
men, that they cannot diſcern the proper mea- 
lures for accompliſhing their deſigns. Ahithophel, 
vhoſe counſel in thoſe days was as if a man had 
inquired at the oracle of God, gave an advice 
to Abſalom for ſetting himſelf on the throne, 
well adapted to Abſalom's ſituation, and built on 
profound political knowledge. Huſhai gave an 
oppoſite advice, recommended by the courtly arts 
of flattery and diſguiſe, but really meant to de- 
lude and ruin Abſalom. Nevertheleſs Abſalom, 
and all the men of Iſrael, ſaid, © The counſel of 
* Huſhai the Archite is better than the counſel of 
Y Alithophel : for the Lord (by thus blinding their 
-Judgements) had appointed to defeat the good 
* counſel 
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&« counſel of Ahithophel, to the intent that the 
Lord might bring evil upon Abſalom ().“ Reho- 
boam rejected the wiſe and moderate plan of go- 


vernment recommended to him by the venerable 


men who had been his father's counſellors; and 
adopted the raſh meaſures ſuggeſted to him by 
raw and unexperienced youths. Inſtead of re- 


dreſſing the grievances complained of by the 
people, he anſwered their deputies roughly, and 


thus provoked ten tribes to revolt from the houſe 
of Judah : „The cauſe was from the Lord, that 
he might perform his ſaying, which he ſpake 
© by Ahijah unto Jeroboam the ſon of Ne- 
«hat (9).” TELL. | | 

The heſt of rulers ſeldom do all that they 
might have done for diſcouraging idleneſs, luxury, 
and diſſipation, and for puniſhing groſs acts of 
profaneneſs, intemperance, and impurity. Tha 
brighteſt parts, and the moſt upright intentions, 
hinder not their being ſometimes betrayed into 
plans greatly prejudicial to themſelves, and to 
their ſubjects. The raſhneſs of good Joſiah in 
going to fight with Pharaoh Necho in the valle) 
of Megiddo is an inſtance of this. The king's 
heart is in the hand of the Lord, as the rivers 0! 
water: he turneth it whitherſoever he will (r) 
God, in ways which we cannot fathoin, cxcitcs 


| 0 2 Sam. xvii. 1. 14. (2) 1 Kings Xii. 15. 
(r) Prov, Ax|, 1. 


directs, 


OO —u — 2 2 ik od 


(1 ) 
direQs, or over · rules their inclinations, counſels, 
and reſolutions, in order to accompliſh by them ! 
the purpoſes of his mercy, or of his wrath. For - 
the deſtruction of a guilty nation, he pours out | 
on thoſe at the helm, or on thoſe who conduct 
military operations, a ſpirit of ſlumber, eyes that 
they ſhould not fee, and ears that they ſhould 
not hear (s). The wiſdom of the wiſe ſhall pe- q 
riſh, and the underſtanding of the prudent ſhall | 1 
de hid (t). This is the true account, why con- | 
duct is often ſo oppoſite to what might have been 
expected from real character; and why wiſe and 
worthy men adopt and perſiſt in ſchemes which 
underſtandings leſs cultivated perceive abſurd, 
and at which conſciences leſs tender are ſhocked 
as impious or unjuſt, With God is ſtrength and } 
wiſdom ; the deceived and the deceiver is his. | 
He leadeth away counſellors fpoiled, and ma- | 
keth the. judges fools. He removeth the ſpeech 
of the truſty, and taketh away the underitanding 
of the aged. He poureth contempt upon princes, | 
and weakeneth the ſtrength of the mighty. He 1 
taketh away the heart of the chief of the people 1 
of the earth, and cauſeth them to wander in a 
widerneſs wherein there is no way. They grope 
in the dark without light, and he maketh them 
to ſtagger like a drunken man (z). He taketh 
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the wiſe; in their own crakinels, and the counſel 
of the froward is carried headlong. They meet 
with darkneſs in the day time, and grope in the 
noon-day as in the night (v). Pride may teach 
us. another and a deceitful doctrine: but the 
way of man is not in himſelf; it is not in man 
that walketh to direct his ſteps (w), What man 
fondly imagines a path of ſafety and happineſs, 
is often the high road to danger and woe. Ah, 
that from a deep and habitual ſenſe of this, we 
were humbly looking up to the Sovereign of the 
univerſe, that, in unmerited mercy to our guilty 
land, he would teach our ſtateſmen, - and thoſe 
intruſted by them with defending us, to profit, 
and in this dangerous criſis lead them by the 
way that they ſhould go (x). 
4. We ſhould pray God, to profper the en- 
deavours of all in civil and military offices, for 
promoting the public good. Rulers, though 3. 
dorned with every gift and grace, have no power 
to ſerve the public, and weak and wicked rulets 
have no power to hurt it, except it is given them 
from above (). They are miniſters of God ( 
and their ſervices are in kind, degree, and conti. 
nuance, juſt what God, whoſe miniſters they ate, 
ſees mect. The envy and malice, the ſander? 


0 . v. 13. 14. (wv) Jer. x 23. 
(x) H. xlviü. 17. (y) John xx. I. 
(3) Rom, xii, 4. | 

and 
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and reproach, the unmanageable ſpirit and fierce 
oppoſition of the ſons of Belial, often prove too 
ſtrong for the beſt-intentioned and ableſt princes. 
The power, cunning, and extenſive influence of 
the ſons of Zeruiah, obliged the man according 
to God's own heart, to connive at many e- 
vils, which he would have willingly redreſſed. 
The high places, where ſuperſtition worſhipped, 
vere not taken away in the days of good King 
Jehoſhaphat, becauſe God had not prepared the 
hearts of the people to the God of their fa- 
thers (a). When inferior magiſtrates diſcover 
becoming zeal in a good cauſe, it often happens 
that their laudable attempts have no other effect 
than bringing on themſelves perſonal injuries, in- 
dignities, and abuſe. One arrogantly tells them, 
* Ye take too much upon you (5). Another 
ſcornfully aſks, By what authority doſt thou 
* theſe things (c)? The ambitious and aſpi- 

ring, and they who delight in murmurings and 


complaints, accuſe them of crimes of which they 


know them innocent, and paint in the blackeſt 
colours their moſt virtuous deedg. It is under 
God a chief ſecurity of our other liberties, that 
ve in theſe lands enjoy the liberty of canvaſling, 
and even arraigning, the meaſures of adminiſtra- 
tion. While me of itate are men of like 


(«) 2 Chron. xx, 33. (% Numb. xvi. 3. 
(c) Matth. xxi, 23. 
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infirmities with others, there will be frequent oc. 
caſion for the exerciſe of this privilege; and 


when it is exerciſed by a free and candid diſcuſ- 


ſion of political queſtions; though many may err, 
uſeful knowledge will be increaſed. But as the 
beſt things may be perverted, this important pri- 
vilege hath been often abuſed, to gratify ſplecn 


or «diſappointed ambition, to varniſh over the 


worlt meaſures; to diſcredit the beſt, and to 
bring contempt or hatred on characters, which, 
from their intrinſic merit, and high rank, the laws 
of God, the welfare of ſociety, and even good 
manners demand, that we ſhould honour and re- 
ſpe. - Michael the archangel, when contending 
with the devil,” durſt not bring againſt him a rail- 
ing accuſation (d). But preſumptuous, ſelf-will 
ed men, who have no pretenſions to the holincts 
or to the dignity of angels, deſpiſe government, 
and are not afraid to ſpeak evil of dignitics (. 
Men, when hardly beſtead and hungry, fre! 
theniſelves, curſe their king and their God, and 
look upwards (f). The infolent treatment of 
our ſovereign in ſome publications w can hardly be 
aceounted for on other principles: for perſons 
invective doth no - honour to any cauſe ; and 
wen it may 2 5 the bigots of a party, hatt 


= Jude 9. (e) 2 Pet. ii, 10. 11. 
. vüi. 21. 


Junius's letters, North Briton, gc. 
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no tendeney eo make proſelytes. - When the 
meaſures - of adminiſtration . prove unſucceſaful, 


many are averſe to ſhare in the blame, and would 


devolve it entirely on thoſe at the helm, whoa 
few years before approved theſe meaſures, by 
their filence, or perhaps cven addrefled in favour 
of them. Every one throws upon another the 
blame of national misfortunes. . Miniſters of ſtate 
and military commanders mutually accuſe one 
another. Not a few accuſe - both. None faith, 
„What have I done? Have not my iniquities 
largely contributed to involve my country in dan- 
ger and diſtreſs ?? + _ 

It muſt be allowed, that aſually the charafters 
of the great influence their conduct, and that 
their conduct determines the fate of communi» 
ties. Vet often events happen entirely oppoſitt 
to theſe probabilities. By a concurrence of un- 
happy circumſtances, a kingdom is divided a- 
Sainſt itſelf, and brought to deſolation (c). In 


one period unjuſt ſuſpicions of rulers are foment- 


ed; in another groundleſs jealouſies are entertained 
of the beſt friends of religion and civil liberty, and 
their actions are invidiouſly aſcribed to ends, the 
very reverſe of their native tendency. It was a 
part of the burden of Egypt, that God ſet the 
Egyptians againſt the Egyptians, every one a- 
gainlt his brother, and every one ak his 


(%) Matth. zii. 25. 


neighbour, 


—ü—U —— —-— — 


— 22 7 
neighbour, city againſt city, and kingdom 2- 
gainſt kingdom (4). He, and he only, who 
ſtilleth the waves of the ſea, can ſtill theſe tumults 
of the people (e). Even when a nation is uni. 
ted, when ſchemes for ſecuring public tranquilli. 
ty and repelling the inroads of enemies are well 
laid, and when neither ſtrength ' and num- 


bers, nor men of courage and conduct are 
wanting to execute them, ſtill, © except the 


Lord keep the city, the watchmen watch in 
* vain (F). © The race is not to the ſwift, nor 
the battle to the ſtrong, neither bread to the 
“ wiſe, nor riches to men of underſtanding, nor 
& favour to men of ſkill, but time and chance 
* happeneth to all men (g).“ If that God by 


whom kings reign, and princes decree juſtice, 


befriend a ruler, no weapon formed againſt him 
ſhall proſper. No man was able to ſtand betore 


Joſhua, becauſe the prayer of our text was grant- 
ed, and the Lord his God fought for him (/ 
David maintained the poſſeſſion of his crown, not- 
withitanding the formidable confederacics of his 
enemies, becauſe God girded him with ſtrength 


unto battle, and ſubdued under him thoſe that 


roſe up againſt him (i). Mountains were made 
plains before Zerobabel, not by might, or b. 


(e) Pi. Av. 7. 
(20 Eccl. ix. 17+ 
(7) Pf. xvViit, 39. 

powe:, 


(4) II. Aix. 1. 
(F) Pf. exxvii. 1. 
(4) Joſh. xxiii, 9. 10. 
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power, but by the ſpirit of the Lord of hoſts (). 
But if God be againſt us, who can defend us? 
An unſeen interpoſition of Providence often 
checks and counteracts the ſeemingly neceſſary 
operations of means. An army, numerous, brave, 
and well appointed in every thing that ſeemed ne- 
ceſſary to enſure ſucceſs, yet gains no advantage 
over a deſpiſed and feeble foe. The valiant are 
ſeized with a ſudden and unaccountable panic, 
ſo that one ſhall chaſe a thouſand, and 'ten put 
ten thouſand to flight. One commander hates 
or envies another, and rather than contribute 
to advance his reputation, forfeits his own. I- 
magined injuries and affronts, perhaps incidents 
the molt trifling, raiſe a perverſe and contentious 
ſpirit between different corps, and their ſtrength 
and courage are waſted in deſtroying themſelves, 
which, if properly exerted, might have vanquiſh- 
ed the common enemy. Fire, hail, vapour, 
and ſtormy wind, fulfil God's will (9, and by * 
lighting againſt an army, as the ſtars in their 
courſes fought againſt Siſera (I), caufe a defeat, 
where a victory ſeemed certain. There is no 
king ſaved by the multitude of an hoſt : a migh- 


ty man is not delivered by much ſtrength. © An : 


horſe is a vain thing for ſafety ; neither ſhall he 
deliver any by his great ſtrength. Behold, the 4 


0 Zach. iv. 6. 3. | 0 Pc. abel. 8. 
% Judges v. 20. 44 


eye 
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eye of the Lord is upon them that fear him, up- 
on them that hope in his mercy (m). Who is 
he that faith, and it cometh to paſs, when 
the Lord commandeth it not (n)? They 
therefore who wreſtle, and make ſupplication, 
and as princes have power with God, bid fair- 
eſt with man alſo to prevail (o). 

If ever a ſeaſon demanded fervent prayer for 
our rulers and commanders, ſurely: the preſent 
demands it, when we are in danger of being de. 
prived of the ineſtimable , bleſſings we have en. 
joyed under the illuſtrious houſe of Hanover, 
For this purpoſe powerful monarchs are ſetting 
themſelves, and taking counſel together. Unhay- 
pily we were not convinced of their hoſtile de- 
ſigns, till we had let flip the eaſieſt and ſureſt op- 
portunity for guarding againſt and diſappointing 
them. Men who paid ſmall regard to their de- 

clared friendly intentions from any confidence 
in their good faith, flattered themſelves, that 
they would not take part againſt us, from jez- 
louſy of hazard to their own colonies, if our co- 
lonies ſhould become independent. It was not 
attended to, that Britain, when oppoſed by Nort! 
America, muſt be leſs formidable to the houſe of 
Bourbon, than ſhe had been when North 4- 
merica fought under her banners: and that il 


() PL xxxiii. 16. 17. 18, | (2) Lam. ii. 57- 
(e) Gen, xxxii. 28. | 
| Britain 
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Britain was ſubdued; the ſubduing her colonies 
would become more eaſy ; as the united arms of 
Britain, France, and Spain, might effect, when 
the colonies were weakened, what the arms of 
Britain alone had not effected when they were 
in full ſtrength. This conſideration renders it of 
the laſt importance, not to Britain only, but to 
North America, and to every Proteſtant ſtate in 
Europe, that the deſigns of France and Spain 
ſhould be diſappointed. The conqueſt of Britain 
would ſoon be ſucceeded by that of North Ame - 
rica, and that again by the conqueſt of Holland, 
of the Proteſtant ſtates of Germany, and of the 
Proteſtant cantons of Switzerland, if not by en- 
laving every other ſtate in Europe. But I for- 
get that I am not addreſſing our colonies or fo- 
reign ſtates : it is our own hazard only which 
my ſubject leads me to conſider. 

Some from a mean, ſelfiſh, or daſtardly Miri, 
are unconcerned for the fate of their king, their 
country, and their religion; and are unwilling, 
in defence of them, to riſk their perſons, or even 
to part with their money. - If they can keep 
themſelves ſafe, they regard not what religion is 
uppermoſt, what laws are enacted or abrogated, 
and who gains or loſes a crown. Others even 
wih the eſtabliſhment of arbitrary power, in 
hopes that would ſoon pave the way for the re- 
turn of Popery. Some who are themſelves ſin- 
cere Proteſtants, and warmly attached to civil 

D ö liberty, 
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liberty, have unwarily damped the zeal of others, 


by aſſerting, that the ſpirit of Popery is now be- 


come gentle and tolerant; and that it is not the 
temper of the preſent times to perſecute for re- 
ligion. As riches are the finews of war, many 
flatter thetnſelves from the multitude of our thips 
which have landed ſafe, and the many valuable 
ſhips taken from- our enemies, that Britain has 
hitherto been more ſucceſsful than the powers 
combined againſt her: though perhaps it were 
a juſter concluſion, that theſe powers, when poſ- 
ſeſſed of ſo formidable fleets, would not permit 
ſuch ſtrokes on their commerce, were they not 
meditating ſome grand deſign, from which they 
hoped ample compenſation for theſe loſſes. The 
preparations of our enemies alarm even the pro- 
fligate, and our fins the pious. * Perhaps the date 
of ſome events merits attention. Had the diſ- 
pute with the colonies commenced much earlicr, 
conſciduſneſs of their weakneſs would have pre- 
vented their revolt. Had it commenced much 
later, Britain, ſenſible of their ſtrength, would 
have given them no pretext for it. Unhappily it 
commenced in an intermediate period, when 2 
breach, ſo pregnant with wo to both countries, 
appeared ſafe to both. Dread of our common 
enemies, would probably have reſtored our an- 


| cient friendſhip, and even fixed it on a firm 


baſis, had France or Spain gone to war with us 


in the firſt ſtages of that diſpute. But __ 
1 ully 


* 
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fully delayed interpoſing, till the ſtrength of the 
contending parties was greatly diminiſhed, and 
their animoſity and rancour inflamed ; that thus 
it might be of fmall and tranſitory ſervice to 
North America, and to Britain of great and du- 
rable hurt. Becauſe to every purpoſe there is 
time and judgement, therefore the miſery of 
« man is great upon him. — For man alſo know- 
« eth not his time : as the fiſhes that are taken 
jn an evil net, and as the birds that are caught 
in the ſnare; fo are the ſons of men ſnared in 
an evil time, when it falleth ſuddenly upon 
them ().“ On the other hand, ſome who 
once derided all danger from our Popiſh foes, are 
now ready to deſpair of our effectually reſiſting 
their ambitious deſigns. But let not cowardice 

and deſpondency complete the deſtruction which 
preſumption has begun. Braſidas, a brave Spar- 
tan general, being bit by a mouſe which he had 

ſeized, took occaſion from this incident to re- 
mark, that the moſt contemptible creature may 
be ſafe, if he have courage to defend himſelf. 
What we have at ſtake, is too valuable to be 
parted with tamely, and without refiſtance. The: 
iſue of the ſtruggle may prove different from what 
our guilt and the ſtrength of our enemies threat- 
en. If we would ſeck to the Lord, and make 
our ſupplication to the Almighty ; if we would 


(f) Eecleſ. viii. 6.3 ix. 12. x 
Da 55 incerely 
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ſincerely renounce the ſins which have provoked 


his diſpleaſure againſt us; who knoweth, but 


God might yet awake for us, and make our ha- 


ditations ſafe and proſperous ? Compare, my 
brethren, what our ſituation : now is, with what 


it probably would be if our enemies prevailed. 
Do you prefer domeſtic quiet and happineſs to 


_ conſtant alarms for yourſelves, your families, and 


friends; liberty to flavery ; the privilege of be- 
ing judged by law, tried by your pecrs, and 
taxed” by repreſentatives of your own choice, 
to holding fortune and life at the pleaſure of 
haughty conqueror; and legal ſecurity for the rights 
of private judgement,” to depending for their 
preſervation on the generoſity of an abſolute mo- 


narch? Do you prefer the Bible to the Maß- 


book; a pure and rational devotion to idolatry 


and ſuperſtition ; and Proteſtant teachers, who 


recommend religion by the ſoft and gentle me- 


; thods of argument and perſuafion, to Jeſuits 


and Dominicans, whoſe compaſſion to ſouls hath 
often appeared in treaſons and affaſſinations, pet. 
ſecutions and maſſacres, and all the horrors of 
the inquiſition? Do you prefer the right of cx- 
amining doctrines by reaſon and ſcripture, #9 
blind ſubmiſſion to a pretended infallible guide; 
and a religion, that cements the union of princes 
and people, and enforces the obſervance of then 


reciprocal dutics, to a religion which abſoives 
ſubjects 


TE} 2 
ſubje&s from oaths of allegiance to their lawful 
princes, and obliges princes to deſtroy ſubjects 
whom they have ſworn to defend? Would we 
avoid the dreadful alternative of incurring the 
wrath of God, by worſhipping conſecrated wa- 
ſers, and ſaints and angels, and pictures and i- 


mages, and bones, or of ſuffering the vengeance 
of man by refuſing thus to worſhip? Let then 


your fervent prayers aſcend to the Father of 


mercies. Say, Lord, ſpare thy people, give 
not up thine heritage to reproach, that their 
idolatrous enemies ſhould rule over them. Be 
for a ſpirit of counſel to them who fit in coun- 
* ſel, and for ſtrength to them who turn the 
battle from the gate, Let us not ſee a fierce 
people, a people of a ſtrange ſpeech, that we 
* cannot perceive. May Zion be a quiet habi- 
tation and tabernacle, that ſhall not be taken 
down, not one of the ſtakes thereof removed, 
nor one of the cords thereof broken! May the 
* glorious Lord be to us as a place of broad 
* rivers and ſtreams, whereon ſhall come no ho- 
© ſtile ſhip or galley with oars! Strengthen, O 
Lord! that which thou haſt wrought for us. 
* Rebuke the company of ſpearmen. Scatter 
the people that delight in war. Send thine 
* hand from above, rid us and deliver us out of 
** great waters, from the hands of ſtrange chil- 
= dren, whoſe mouth ſpeaketh vanity, and their 
right hand is a right hand of falſchood ; that 

there 


9 1. 


« there be henceforth no breaking in or going 


«out, and that there be no NR. in our 
66 e ſtreets, ” 

Let theſe prayers be Acc Mt with praiſe 
. thankſgiving to him whoſe kingdom ruleth 
over all, for the peace and happineſs theſe lands 
have enjoyed ſince the Revolution. Let us ever 


reſpect and maintain the Revolution principles, 


to which, under God, we are indebted for theſe 
bleſſings, and the memory of the patriots and he- 


roes who procured or defended them. Nor let 


us, in this city, forget what we owe to a ſeries 
of magiſtrates, who have watched over our tran- 
quillity, as, on {other accounts, ſo for their re- 
gard to merit, to the voice of the public, and to 


the inclinations of their fellow-citizens, in ſupply- 


ing vacancies in ſchools, in the univerſity, and 
in our churches. 

Let us preſent theſe prayers and praiſes with 
the humility and ſelf-abaſement which become 


our meanneſs as creatures, and our vileneſs and 


guilt as ſinners; and yet with the confidence of 
thoſe who, in the prevailing name of Jeſus, are 
allowed to come boldly to a throne of grace, 
that they may obtain mercy to pardon, and find 
grace to help in every time of need. 

If by our prayers we wiſh to procure thee 
bleſſings, let us beware of a conduct that may 
provoke: God to ſhut out our prayers from him, 


and to. with-hold bis bleſſing from us. With the 
pure 


(oa 


pure God will ſhow himſelf pure, and with the 
froward he will how himſelf froward (q). If we 
have faſted and afflicted ourſelves, and God ta- 
keth no knowledge, it becomes us to inquire, 
whether our faſts have had the ſcripture-charac- 
ters of the faſt that God hath choſen (7); or 
whether ſome iniquity held faſt, and not let go, 
does not keep back good from us. Let every 
one conſult his conſcience what hath been his 
conduct, and conſult his Bible what it __ 
now be. 

Let fuch who are called to ſubjeAtion, not to 
government, render to all their due, tribute to 
whom tribute, cuſtom to whom cuſtom, fear to 
whom fear, honour to whom honour (s). Ho- 
nour all men, love the brotherhood, fear God, ho- 
nour the king (t). Study to be quiet, and to do 
your own buſineſs (u). It it be poſſible, as much 
as licth in you, live peaceably with all men (x). 
Let not your hearts be haughty, nor your eyes 
lotty, neither exerciſe yourſelves in great mat» 
ters, or in things too high for you (y). Judge 
not cauſes which you have no call to judge, and 
no ability or opportunity to examine. Always 
luſpect men who are bold in deciding, ſevere in 


— but ſparing of evidence; OT 


(9) PC. xiii, 26. (r) If. Iviii. 3.— 14. 
(-) Rom. xiii. 7. | [) 1 Pet. ii. 13. 
(4) 1 Theſſ. iv. 11. (x) Rom. xi. 18. 
(3) Pf. exxxi, 1. 1 
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ce, refully perform our reſpective duties, whether 
(2 as rulers or ſubjects. Soon will our preſent op- 
| pPortunities of 'glorifying God, and of ſerving our 
ö brethren af mankind, come to a period. Our 


„ vigour, and when their uſefulneſs is greateſtß 


7 © thefe from whom they differ, give injurious ge. 


Witly, love mercy; walk humbly with God (2 
Faint not in this day of public danger, but be f 
8 and Play: A DELA for 5 people, 
es and ee. eee judge ⸗ 
ments, remember, that by à penitent flight to the 
Saviour, you may prevent greater evils, and en- 
ture greater bleſſings, thran this np 
NY +04 Oe Prone.” Fd ates a ka 
VLet all of us cultivate and improve the Arbe 
e with which God bath endued us, aut 


breath goeth forth, we return in our duſt, nd 
in that day our thoughts periſh (). The wie, 
and l great, and good, often die in full ſtrength aas 


bow much then doth it concern us, to fill uns 
| very portion. of our ſhort and uncertain lives v 
„ endeavours of doing good, and of % 
N niſhing every work Ne our 95 
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